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as the Vale of Chile This is a great terrace of alluvial
matenal carried down from the Andes and held back by the
coastal retaining wall This filling of sediments forms at
once a great plain more or less level and a bed of fertile soils
which is the basis of the country s agriculture The coastal

FIG  182   GLACIER, CHILE
One of the many glaciers which wind their way downward
from the peaks of the Andes
rim has been gradually raised m the past but the nvers have
been able to cut down faster than the land rose and so they
run in all cases across the Vale of Chile and break through
the Coastal Range by gorges Elevation in fact is still in
progress and the raised beaches of the coastline together with
the frequency of earthquakes show what a young country tins
is in a geological sense Earthquakes occur at the rate of two
a day but only about two a year have proved very destructive.
The central valley is by no means a continuous depression